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FROM THE EDITOR 
 

The AGM failed to receive a nomination for Secretary.  Irene Brewer has offered to 
take on the position and a nomination will be presented at the next meeting for 
members to vote on.  Thank you Irene. 

 
A very special thanks to Judy Kilpatrick.  Judy has been Treasurer for the past 2 years 
and many many times has filled in the Presidents role and a prolific producer of 
journal articles.  As well as doing her Treasurer duties she has been a tireless worker, 
organising bus trips, shows, sorting out IT problems and organising many other 
events.  Thank you Judy.  You have helped the Society enormously. 

 
Also thanks to Joan Powell, Rex Daley and Irene Brewer for their regular 
contributions to the Journal. 
 

 
VALE 

 
We extend our heartfelt sympathy to our long standing Life Member, Diana O’Brien 
and family in the very sad passing of her daughter Alison. 

 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS: MAY 2018 – APRIL 2019 
 

5 May – Monthly Meeting 
 “Show and Tell,” Q & A, Library and our special Guest speaker for the month will 
give a presentation on Bees, involving everything from their life cycle to collecting 
swarms in the Canberra region.  This of course is followed by our usual delicious 
afternoon tea. 
 
2 June – Monthly Meeting 
Potting on and pinching your cuttings grown from the February and March 
workshops.  Please bring along your plants from these workshops and any plants 
that you may have for “Show and Tell” and Q & A Time.  There is a well-stocked 
Library available to members, and afternoon tea is provided at the end of the 
meeting. 
 
Friday 6 July – Xmas in July Luncheon 
NOTE:   The monthly meeting for July is a Social Luncheon.  This will be held at the 
Star Buffet, Burns Club, 8 Kett Street Kambah on Friday (not Saturday) 6th July from 
12.00 noon till 2.00 p.m.  A buffet luncheon is provided with a huge range of food 
ranging from Australian, Asian and European cuisine.  Cost is $16.10 for adults and 
$14.10 for Senior Card holders 
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4 August – Monthly Meeting 
Barbara Dross will show some photos of the Melbourne International Flower Show 
and some of her travels in Victoria, “Show and Tell”, Q & A Time, Library, afternoon 
tea. 
 
1 September – Monthly Meeting 
Guest speaker is the beloved Karen Richardson.  Topic yet to be decided.  Prior to 
Karen’s presentation bring along your plants for “Show and Tell” and Q & A Time.  
There is a well-stocked Library available to members, and afternoon tea is provided 
at the end of the meeting. 
 
6 October – Monthly Meeting 
Possible guest speaker followed by “Show and Tell” Q & A Time and Afternoon Tea 
 
October – Open Garden 
Ivan and Margaret Roberts have kindly offered to have their garden open sometime 
in October.  Date yet to be decided. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SOUTH PACIFIC HYDROPONICS 

 
Your ONE-STOP-SHOP for: 

 
Propagation solutions, heating pads, lighting, nutrients, perlite/vermiculite mixes, 

thermostats and all your other growing needs. 

OPEN 7 DAYS       84 Wollongong St 
                                                FYSHWICK ACT 

      Ph: 02 62392598 
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PRESIDENT/COMMITTEE REPORT - AGM 3 MARCH 2018 
 
At the AGM in March 2017 we encountered challenges in filling committee positions 
with a decreasing group of people carrying the ever increasing load to ensure the 
society keeps operating.  One consequence was the society did not have a permanent 
President in 2017.  A number of committee members volunteered to act as society 
president for 2017 and we thank Janelle Peel, Bonnie Laros, Judy Kilpatrick and Janet 
Johnson for stepping up to be president. 
 
Looking back at a 2004 journal there were 23 committee functions listed and more 
than 25 people carrying out these functions.  Today we have less than 10 committee 
members to carry out these roles.  It is a very hard working committee but we need 
support.  Please consider joining the committee at this year's AGM. 
 
Many thanks to our retiring Secretary Mary Jo Shawcross for 18 months of committee 
support and exceptional minute work.  Thanks should also be extended to Rex Daley 
and Janet Johnson for their longstanding committee work as Public Officer (Rex) and 
Publicity (Janet).  Gratitude is also due to life members Renate Marcks, Rex Daley 
and Joan Powell who continue to support the society through the sharing of their 
knowledge and expertise. 
 
A big thank you to our Journal Editor Janelle Peel.  Janelle is a tireless supporter of 
the society in producing the journal, identifying and arranging guest speakers, 
organising raffle prizes, making afternoon teas and a myriad of other small and often 
thankless jobs.  Janelle is always prepared to take up the slack when required and 
also grows many plants which she also sells on behalf of the society which has raised 
many funds for the society. 
 
The committee have managed a full year of activities so far: 

• holding propagation/cutting workshops in March and April, 
• a society winter social gathering at the Burns Club (36 attendees), 
• a bus trip in October to the Bundanoon Garden Ramble (32 attendees), 
• and two plant sales and mini displays held in October (4 growers, 169 

plants sold) and November (7 growers, 211 plants sold). 
 

In addition a journal is published every April and October and guest speakers have 
shared and entertained us with their knowledge and know-how. 
 
We are also lucky enough to have some very generous members who have opened 
their gardens to members.  Thanks to Peter Threlfal (October 2017), Renate Marcks 
and Daryl Powell (March 2018). 
 
Many thanks also to those members who assist the committee by: 

• writing articles; 
• bringing plants for cuttings and show and tell; 
• setting up and packing up at each meeting; 
• preparing, serving and cleaning up our afternoon tea at meetings; 
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• arranging promotion of the society in local newspapers and radio shows; 
• finding and/or donating raffle prizes; 
• and sharing their knowledge, experience and know-how. 

 
All society members are truly grateful for your generosity. 
 
During 2018 the Society will need to focus on its future and what this would look 
like.  Whilst the Society over the last 50 years has brought together people who are 
interested in pelargoniums and fuchsias, we now have the situation where we have 
declining numbers of growers, members and committee participation.  This is 
reflected in the number and type of activities that we can continue to support.  It will 
not be possible to sustain the historical levels of activity of the society without more 
active participation of members. 
 
Central to our re-examining of the society and its ability to continue, is our core 
objective "to further the knowledge, and growing, of plants of the family Geraniaceae 
and of the genus Fuchsia".  Clearly this assumes we continue to have this specialist 
knowledge.  Without this specialist knowledge how should the society continue and 
what will it look like? 
 
The Treasurer has informed me that for the second year in a row we have made a 
profit, mainly due to the exceptional productivity and generosity of our growers.  
Thank you all. 
 
Judy Kilpatrick 
On Behalf of the CGFS Committee 
 
 
 

HAPPY 50TH BIRTHDAY CANBERRA GERANIUM & FUCHSIA SOCIETY 
 

Thank you to all who have gone before who have nurtured and maintained this 
society to allow it to survive for 50 years.  Well Done!  How should we celebrate this 
milestone achievement during 2018?   
 
Rex has suggested that that we could have an open garden in spring and advertise 
the Societies 50th Anniversary (Providing we are able to secure a suitable garden) 
 
Suggestions please members! 
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PLANT SALE AND DISPLAY - CURTIN 7 OCT 2017 
 

Raffle winners: Pam Armour 1st Fuchsia, Ted Quinn 2nd Fuchsia Bookmark 
(redonated to Society), 3rd Geranium Helen Webb. 
Raffle prizes donated by Val Whitton, Judy Kilpatrick/Sue Faulkner. 
Thanks for display plants Joan Powell, Rex Daley, Val Whitton 
Thanks to growers Rex Daley, Joan Powell, Janelle Peel, Maria Geppert 
Financial Outcome 

54 ticketed and 53 free entries 
Well promoted, perhaps too well. 
Whilst only 9 members indicated they would help many more turned up to 
help.  So many I can't list them all. 

 
Cedric Bryant attended most of the afternoon. 
 
Thanks to Joan and Rex and Irene Brewer for providing advice to many people. 
 

 
Some of the plants before commencement of sale 

 

 
Display plants at the Curtin sale  
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BUS TRIP TO BUNDANOON – OCTOBER 2017 
 
32 members enjoyed a very pleasant day out on this bus trip.   
 
8 gardens were open that day, but due to time constrains we were only able to visit 7. 
 
All the gardens were varied.  One had large garden pots strategically placed, an 
Italianate fountain and other water features added interest and a formality to this 
garden. Garden seating provides places for contemplation  
 
Another was quite spectacular with brings Delphiniums, Foxgloves, lots of Poppies 
and Cornflowers and many other annuals, with fruit blossom from apples and 
plums. 
 
Vegetables gardens and orchards containing fruit from apples, pears, peaches, 
plums, cherries, fejoa, oranges and chickens scratching around for pests. 
 
Jill Brown has a love of propagating new plants and welcomed cuttings and 
contributions from friends’ gardens, and has produced a garden filled with colour, 
texture and scents.  Many shrubs, perennials, annuals and bulbs, both native and 
exotic, fill the block including a wonderful array of cold-climate plants.  Any empty 
space was filled with 6-7 plants clustered together of bright annuals. 
 
In Sylvia David’s garden she had created with clay bird baths, stone stacks and 
‘nests’ of pottery eggs to place around the garden. There was also a wine bottle 
garden about 1.5 metres in diameter. It was originally for strawberries, but bower 
birds, snails and slugs were too hard to keep away, so it is now used for growing 
sweet potatoes, butternut pumpkins, and sweet peas. 
 

 
A pelargonium in an ideal position at one of the open gardens. 
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PLANT SALE AND DISPLAY - HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY SPRING ROSE 
SHOW 11 NOVEMBER 2017 

 
Our plant sale and Display held in conjunction with the Horticultural Society Spring 
Rose show was a great success. 
 
About a dozen members were there to help set up, pack up and sell the plants. 
 
A total of 211 plants were sold.  $252.00 worth of plants were donated by members 
giving the Society a profit of $442.10. 
 

 

 
Janet and some of the “for sale” plants 

 

 
Some members ready to enjoy the wonderful array of food at the Xmas party. 
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MELBOURNE FLOWER SHOW 21 MARCH 2018 
 

Val Whitton 
8 members of our Society arrived very early at the Canberra airport on the 
Wednesday morning to get to the Show for the first opening day.  We hailed a maxi 
taxi at Tullamarine airport and dropped off our luggage at our accommodation 
which was a block away from the Show.  Then we hit the Show. 
 
The eye popping arrangements that met us had to be seen to be appreciated.  The use 
of fruit such as water melon slices with complementing flowers showed much 
courage as well as imagination.  Moving on to a setting with a bath tub filled to the 
brim with mainly rose flowers, nearby, an elegant chair with a fancy bouquet neatly 
placed.  Around the next corner we spied a V.W. Kombi with flowers and foliage 
spilling out of the open side door and back door.   
 
Another thing that caught my attention was the use of a pair of jeans, with shoes at 
the bottoms somehow made to stay upright, with arrangements emerging from the 
waist band.   
 
In amongst all of these displays were stalls selling pots, plants, cut flowers, tools and 
many other interesting things.  We spent a very busy happy day enjoying it all, with 
the best weather thrown in. 
 
Thursday.  After picking up our 8 seater Kia car on Bridge Road, we set off with our 
very competent driver Janelle at the wheel and our equally competent navigator 
Maria by her side.  We proceeded though the city on to St Kilda Road, made our way 
down the Mornington Peninsula calling in at Heronswood (home of the Diggers 
Club) for lunch and a good look around.  (very dry), then on to Sorrento to get the 
car ferry (good crossing) across to Queenscliff then on to Geelong – another glorious 
day. 
 
Friday – Geelong.  After a very nice breakfast by the water we found our way to the 
Botanic Gardens.  A few of the group struck up a conversation with one of the 
workers who showed us their geranium and pelargonium collection, even taking us 
through their propagation area (so good). 
 
Then back to the airport and home.  Thank you to everyone for a wonderful time. 
 
 
 

 
NEW MEMBERS 

The Society welcomes new members Wendy Whitham, Helen Savy, Adele Morton, 
Barbara O'Dwyer, Therese Pettit and Mavis Martignago who have joined the society 
since the publication of our last journal in October 2017. 
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SUBSCRIPTION RENEWALS 
 
The Society's financial year runs from January to December so 2018 subscriptions 
became due on 1 January 2018.  Please fill in the form at the back of the journal and 
post it to the Society's postal address, PO Box 425 Curtin, ACT 2605 or alternatively 
pay the Treasurer at the next meeting.  If you would prefer to pay via direct debit to 
the Society's account please contact the Treasurer, Janelle Peel on 02 62382381 to 
obtain the necessary bank details. 
 
Our constitution states that members whose subscriptions remain unpaid by 31 
March each year shall be deemed to have resigned. Don't let this happen to YOU! 
 
For those who joined at the time of the 2017 Bundanoon bus trip, membership is not 
due until 2019. 
 
 

PELARGONIUM & GERANIUM PESTS 
Joan Powell 

Some of the main pests affecting Pelargoniums are white fly, aphids, mites and 
mealy bugs.   
 
If you grow Regals or Angels you will almost certainly have white fly one of the 
worst pests to get rid of, some species and scented varieties may also be prone to 
white fly.   They multiply quickly, particularly in the warmer weather and a regular 
program of spraying is necessary.   
 
To date I have not had a problem with mites on my Pellies but they can certainly be a 
problem on fuchsias, the two main types are - red spider mites and two spotted 
mites.   
 
There are some excellent insecticides available to control both aphids, white fly, 
mites and mealy bugs including; 
 
Confidor - systemic action – [active constituent Imidacloprid] available as a 
concentrate and in tablet form.  
 
Crown 225SL – systemic and also kills pests on contact 
 
 Nature’s Way Vegie & Herb Spray Concentrate – low toxic soap based spray 
 
Pest Oil – works by smothering insects 
 
Pyrethrum – botanical insecticide derived from chrysanthemum flowers causes 
paralysis in pests 
 
Yates Rose Shield - is an All in one insecticide, miticide and fungicide for roses and 
ornamentals.  
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Systemic Insecticides are absorbed through the foliage and move throughout the 
plant and generally control insects for a longer period than contact sprays. 
 
The above products are just a few of those available, also there are so many recipes 
for organic remedies using milk, coffee, bicarbonate of soda etc. to be found on the 
internet including some at Gardening Australia and other Geranium Societies. 
 
Several types of caterpillars attack zonal pelargoniums including the geranium 
plume moth which can become problematic. The geranium plume moth drills a 
minute hole and deposits her eggs in the flower buds, when the eggs hatch the 
worms feed on the inside of the flower buds so check for signs of small holes in the 
flower buds or flowers that appear damaged and remove them.   Some caterpillars 
are visible on the underside of the leaves and can be easily disposed of.  
 
Sprays containing Bacillus thuringiensis [such as Yates Nature’s Way Caterpillar 
Killer Dipel] or a pyrethrum are recommended.  There are also many organic do-it-
yourself recipes on line. 
 
There has been much controversy about the effect of various insecticides on bees and 
I note that on one website that even Pyrethrum sprays may be harmful.  I note that 
Bunnings have recently withdrawn Confidor and other brands containing 
Imidacloprid from sale in their stores.  I do still use Confidor tablets for plants in my 
Greenhouse, mainly for those plants that have white fly, but all the openings have 
mesh screening to prevent bees and other insects entering.  
 
 As most instructions on insecticides list a withholding period, I try to have all my 
plants clean of pests well before flowering when the bees become active.  It is 
imperative we do all we can to protect our Bee population so please take note of the 
instructions when you are spraying and if you have access to the Internet check out 
the latest information on the products you are using. 
 
 

FUCHSIA CARE – APRIL – SEPTEMBER 
Irene Brewer 

 
APRIL: – Tidy plants by removing fallen leaves etc. so that rot does not occur and 
cause Botrytis.  Stop fertilising so that the plants harden off for winter.  Take cuttings 
as fuchsias can produce quite a lot of growth at this time of the year after flowering.  
The tip plus two sets of leaves makes the ideal cutting.  Trim off the lower two sets of 
leaves and put the cutting in a light mixture of perlite and peatmoss or peatmoss and 
perlite.  Don’t let the cuttings get too wet, especially over winter as they can rot.  
When you see the roots coming through the bottom of the pot, the cutting is ready to 
be repotted to the next size.  Cuttings can be put into a 1” pot or group cuttings in a 
4” pot.  Watering should be carried out in the mornings as the nights are becoming 
colder. 
 
MAY:  If you have restrictions regarding space to overwinter your fuchsias in baskets 
and pots, you can remove about one-third of the foliage.  Watering is cut down as the 
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temperatures continue to drop, keeping the plants moist – do not let them dry out.  
Roots that become too dry shrivel and the plant dies.  It is preferable to water plants 
in the morning, as watering in the evenings could cause the roots to freeze, especially 
when temperatures drop to the minus degrees. 
 
Cover the soil of baskets and pots with newspaper, coconut fibre or a mulch to keep 
the roots warm during the winter months.  This also applies to fuchsia plants in the 
garden and helps keep the moisture in and the roots warm. 
 
JUNE/JULY:  Your fuchsias should now show signs of “winter rest”.   They would 
have shed their foliage, so remove all leaves that have dropped.  This will help to get 
rid of all the pests, eggs and fungus spores that may be hibernating on them.  If pot 
plants or baskets are in an exposed area prone to frosts, move plants to a more 
sheltered area against walls and under cover.  If this is not possible, drape marix 
cloth over the plants to prevent frost from settling on the plants.  Keep plants barely 
moist but do not let them completely dry out. 
 
AUGUST – Keep the surface of the plants free from debris. Lightly water plants to 
keep them moist but not overly wet.  As the temperatures rise some plants can 
produce early shoots.  Do not be tempted to prune until you are sure that the plants 
cannot be damaged from late frosts. Overhead spraying of plants will soften old 
wood and encourage sprouting of new shoots. When pruning, make sure the plants 
are given a good shaping, especially in pots and baskets. If plants shoot from the base 
of the plant, the old wood can be cut back quite hard. 
 
SEPTEMBER – As the plants continue to produce new growth it is time to introduce 
a light fertilizer, with higher nitrogen content to encourage new growth.  It is 
important to start pinching out the plant early to encourage a bushy growth.  When 
two to three sets of leaves form, pinch out the growing tip. Even if the plants start to 
produce flowers early, cut these off and continue to pinch out growing tips until the 
plant has a desired shape.  Then it can be left to produce the flowers for summer. 
Once flowers form you then introduce a fertilizer that is higher in potassium to 
increase the flowering.  For an instant bushy pot plant or basket, plant out three to 
four small plants in the one container, placing the plants more into the centre of the 
container, as the roots will grow out to the sides of the container. 

 
 
 

PELARGONIUM CARE:  AUTUMN & WINTER 
Joan Powell & Rex Daley 

April is an excellent time to take cuttings and grow them on in preparation of garden 
plantings in spring.  Many old favourite plants are often lost because we have failed 
to take cuttings for new plants.  In cold regions like Canberra, it would pay to treat 
our Pelargonium garden plantings as annuals and take cuttings for new plants in 
early autumn each year.  This practice is successfully carried out in many parts of 
England and Europe.  Having said that, the following tips are offered for the care or 
our plants during April, May, June and July. 
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Pruning can be done as an annual task in early autumn.  Regals have usually finished 
flowering by February and pruning should then commence.  Prune to shape and 
only do a third of the plant at a time.  As soon as new growth appears, prune a 
further third and so on.  This process will lessen the shock to the plant.   
 
You can prune back to two-thirds of the plant.  The plant (given care) will produce 
good overall growth prior to winter.   
 
Remember to seal all cut stems with Methylated Spirits or a dab of Sulphur to 
prevent entry of disease.  Once the plant has a good overall growth, pinch out all 
new growth tips.  Continue pinching until the end of July.  This gives a very compact 
growth pattern and will produce an abundance of flowers in mid to late spring. 
 
Remember that Fancy-leaved Zonal Pelargoniums are pruned in late spring and not 
at this time. 
 
Zonal Pelargoniums can be pruned in early or late autumn, depending on your 
choice.  Carry out in a similar manner to that for pruning the Regals described 
herein.  Some Pelargonium enthusiasts grow for flower display and therefore prune 
in late autumn.  In cold regions such as Canberra the growing season is short enough 
without resorting to early pruning.  Late autumn pruning will mean that plants will 
take a little longer to flower in spring. 
 
Ivy- leaved Pelargoniums are best left to late autumn to carry out heavy pruning, 
bearing in mind that many Pelargonium growers progressively tip prune this plant 
through the growing season.  With Ivies that have been given protection from frost I 
have pruned as late as May to early June and still have the plants flowering in late 
October to mid-November.  This method will give you from five to six months of 
flowering. 
 
Continue feeding half strength weekly or full strength fortnightly with a fertilizer 
high in Potassium.  Phostrogen is one however there are many other brands available 
from your Garden Centre. 
 
Pests are very prevalent at this time of the year.  Plants that are under stress from 
lack of moisture or nutrient are usually the first plants to be attacked.  Inspect plants 
regularly for evidence of caterpillars and other sap sucking insects. 
 
Avoid overhead watering wherever possible as this will quickly damage blooms.  
Also regularly remove all dead flowers and leaves as they can form a breeding 
ground for disease. 
 
Make sure you place a name tag in with each cutting at the time of planting. 
 
When pruning or taking cuttings remember to have a small container of Methylated 
Spirits handy to dip the cutting implement into between each cut made.  This will 
halt the spread of disease. 
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Make sure you are using the right fertiliser for the particular season.  i.e., in spring 
plants not fully grown will need a fertiliser high in Nitrogen, late Spring through 
Summer and autumn, high in Potassium, Winter a fertiliser that has a concentration 
on maintaining healthy root development.   Seasol and Nitrosol are but two which 
are satisfactory.  Read the NPK label on the container and if in doubt seek the advice 
of a member of the Society or your Garden Nursery. 
 
August through September is when Pelargoniums put on their best growth and the 
ideal time to prepare them for the coming growing season.  Check the shape of your 
plants, if they need to be cut back and there is sufficient growth; you may still be able 
to take cuttings to grow on for sale at the November Show.  At the same time check 
for any sign of disease or pests and spray if necessary.   
 
Many plants will need potting on, those that don’t will benefit from a top dressing.   
 
Carefully remove a few centimetres of soil from the top of the pot, taking care not to 
damage any surface roots and top dress with new soil.  For the top dressing I add 
blood and bone, a little dolomite and some crushed shell grit to my regular potting 
mix and then water it in with a weak solution of seasol and some molasses.  In early 
September commence feeding with a good balanced fertilizer.  I use Debco All 
Purpose Plant Food at ½ strength fortnightly until the end of September and then full 
strength through to flowering.  You should always water plants before adding 
fertilizers to reduce the risk of burning the roots. 
 
Late August or early September is a good time to give your Regal and Angel 
Pelargoniums a top dressing of Sulphate of Potash to improve flower colour.  Apply 
at the rate of ¼ teaspoon for 125ml pots, ½ teaspoon for 150ml pots and about a 
teaspoon for 200-220ml pots.  Angels make a lovely display when mixed with other 
plants in a large pot or hanging basket.  Team them up with some trailing petunias, 
lobelia, fuchsias or some cranesbill geraniums. 
 
 
 
 

OVERWINTERING OF PELARGONIUMS 
Rex Daley 

Pelargonium growers unfortunately do not have the luxury of Fuchsia growers, in 
that there is virtually no dormant growth period during winter. In fact to keep 
Pelargoniums healthy during this period requires a lot of care. 
 
They, the plants must be; 
 
1. Placed in a frost free situation. 
2. Kept on the dry side – watering? If in doubt don’t. 
3. Keep the soil surface free of dead leaves and flower heads as these will attract 

mould/fungus, which will be threatening to the health of your plant. 
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4. Restrict the use of fertilizers to one which is appropriate to the season of winter, 
Bloom Booster (N. 6.19 – P 14.64 – K 16.8) is but one, which has the very low 
nitrogen level and the required level of Phosphorus, which enhances good root 
and cell multiplication. In winter months one application every three weeks is 
ample. Alternately Seasol can be used.  

5. Give the pot plant a quarter turn each week to get an even growth all round on 
the plant. 

6. May is really too late to consider pruning and shaping your plant. The best one 
should attempt at this time, particularly with Zonals, is to push out the growing 
tip at the end of each stem; this will ensure any slow growth that will occur 
during the almost dormant winter period is reflected in bushing up the plant by 
having new growth appear lower down the branch. Shaping will thus be much 
easier to achieve once frosts have finished. The canes of well-established Ivy 
Leaved Pelargoniums are an exception to the above, provided they are protected 
from frost; however you will need to seal each cut with a spray of methylated 
spirits at the time of cutting to ensure you have sealed the wound from disease. 

7. The month of August is always a difficult time for survival of potted plants.  
Winds quickly dry the soil out, and future watering may just run down the sides 
of the soil in the pot. An unhealthy dry look of the plant and leaves will indicate 
this. Remedy, completely submerge the pot in a bucket of water and leave until 
air bubbles cease to appear. Take the pot out and let it drain. At this point mix up 
some “Weta Soil” in a watering can and slowly water into the soil in the pot; this 
will open up the soil around the roots which often packs tight with some soils 
mixes, preventing water penetration. 

8. In mid to late August the plant will start to show signs of new growth. At this 
point a weak weekly application of soluble fertilizer such as “Thrive All Purpose” 
(which is high in nitrogen, N 27, P 5.5, K 9) will give the plant a good push along 
in growth. Continue this for 3 to 4 weeks and then switch to a fertilizer high in 
Potassium, ”Phostrogen” (N 14, P 4.4, K 22.5) is but one, and continue this on a 
fortnightly basis throughout the rest of the growing season.   

 
I have always believed that if you do the hard work with your plants in the late 
autumn and winter, they will reward you with a beautiful display of blooms 
throughout the growing season. 
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OPEN GARDENS AND GARDEN FESTIVALS 2018 
 

Southern Highlands Autumn  21-22 April (plant fair and open gardens) 
Floriade     15 Sept - 14 October 
Tulip Top Gardens    15 Sept - 14 October 
Bowral Tulip Time Festival  18 Sept - 1 October 
Toowoomba Carnival of Flowers   21 - 30 September 
Robertson Open Gardens   13 and 14 October 
Riverina Iris Farm    13 October - 4 November 
Berry Gardens Festival   18-21 October 
Bundanoon Garden Ramble  October - dates yet to be advised 
Bathurst Open Gardens   27 and 28 October 
Burra Open Gardens   October/November-dates  yet to be advised 
Tumbarumba Festival   Dates yet to be advised 
Millthorpe Garden Ramble   3 and 4 November 
Crookwell Garden Festival   10 and 11 November 
Horticultural Society shows (provisional dates) 
 Spring Bulb and Camellia Show 15 & 16 September 
 Iris, Rhododendron & Azalea Show   27 & 28 October 
 Spring Rose Show   10 & 11 November 
Mayfield Garden Oberon   14-29 April (autumn) 
      7-22 July (winter) 
      13-28 October (spring) 
Dates for Special Festivals otherwise open all year 
 
 

CGFS MOMENTOES 
The Society has items for sale such as society spoons and badges.  Due to postage 
costs we cannot mail out purchases.  Items will remain on sale until sold out. 
Items can be purchased at our monthly meetings. 
 
 

PUBLICATION OF SOCIETY JOURNAL - APRIL & OCT 
The Society's journal is now published twice a year in April and October and, where 
possible, members will receive the journal electronically. 
 
 

GARDENS OPEN TO MEMBERS 
A special thanks to Daryl and Dianna Powell and Renate Marcks for having their 
garden open to members during March. 
 
Daryl’s fuchsias were a picture and a credit to him.  All his hard work was there for 
us to see.  I know that Renate was disappointed in the amount of flowers she had, 
but as usual she inspires us with her healthy and much loved plants. 
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CANBERRA	GERANIUM	AND	FUCHSIA	SOCIETY	INC	

STATEMENT	OF	INCOME	AND	EXPENDITURE	
For	the	year	ended	31	December	2017	

	 	 	 	 	
2017	 2016	

INCOME	
	 	 	

$	 $	

	
Advertisements	in	Journal	

	
30.00	 30.00	

	
Admissions	

	 	
108.00	 -	

	
CGFS	Badge	Sales	

	 	
6.00	 -	

	
Book	Sales	

	 	
49.00	 1.00	

	
Bus	Trip	

	 	 	
1550.00	 1845.00	

	
Commission	on	Plant	Sales	

	
274.35	 331.88	

	
Donated	Plants	

	 	
416.00	 270.52	

	
Donations	

	 	
22.00	 75.70	

	
Float	

	 	 	
200.00	 400.00	

	
Interest	

	 	 	
125.44	 156.61	

	
Insecticide	sales	

	 	
-	 108.60	

	
Membership	

	 	
1100.00	 880.00	

	
Poster	refund	

	 	
0.00	 36.00	

	
Raffle	

	 	 	
435.70	 242.90	

	
Soap	Sales	

	 	
55.00	 345.00	

	
Soil	Sales	

	 	 	
6.00	 30.00	

	
Spoon	Sales	

	 	
-	 16.00	

	
TOTAL	INCOME	

	 	
$4,377.49	 $4,769.21	

EXPENDITURE	
	 	 	 	

	
Ann	Dalgarno	Prize	

	 	
10.00	 30.00	

	
Auditor's	gift	

	 	
100.00	 100.00	

	
Christmas	Party	supplies	

	
-	 46.75	

	
Donations	

	 	
-	 100.00	

	
Entry	to	gardens	

	 	
640.00	 780.00	

	
Float	

	 	 	
200.00	 400.00	

	
Flowers	for	Betty	Yeats	(Life	Member)	 100.00	 -	

	
Hall	rental	

	 	
685.00	 578.00	

	
Hire	of	Bus	

	 	
880.00	 900.00	

	
Cutting/Propagation	mix/Workshops	 70.50	 51.95	

	
Garden	Clubs	of	Australia	membership	 75.00	 60.00	

	
Garden	Clubs	of	Australia	Insurance	 141.68	 159.89	

	
Garden	Clubs	of	Australia	Magazine	 15.00	 -	

	
Maintenance	of	web	site	

	
203.96	 304.90	

	
PO	Box	rental	

	 	
124.00	 121.00	

	
Postage	

	 	 	
102.95	 137.40	

	
Poster	Printing	

	 	
-	 36.00	

	
Plant	Sale	Purchases	

	
12.00	 -	

	
Printing	of	Journal	

	 	
227.15	 220.55	

	
Printing	of	Fuchsia	Guide	

	
65.89	 -	

	
Raffles	

	 	 	
97.82	 23.74	
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Refreshments	

	 	
-	 30.35	

	
Refund	Bus	trip	

	 	
16.00	 90.00	

	
Soap	Purchase	

	 	
-	 222.64	

	
Speakers'	Gifts	

	 	
-	 25.99	

	
Stationery	

	 	
16.99	 78.64	

	
TOTAL	EXPENDITURE	

	
$3,783.94	 $4,497.80	

NET	PROFIT(LOSS)	FOR	THE	YEAR	 $593.55	 $271.41	
 
 


